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Plot structure: Your story’s archetype

Marlowe analyzed the narrative arc and major turning points of your novel. Below is a visual representation of
your book'’s plot shape alongside the most similar narrative archetype.' This is a key graphic, showing your book’s
major plot arc at a glance. The graph is designed to make it easy for an author or editor to see the high-level

“shape” of your narrative and how closely it matches one of the seven core archetypes.

The narrative arc provides a rough snapshot of your story and your characters’ journey. Perhaps it's a story about
your protagonist's gradual move from difficult times to happy times. Or the opposite. We've identified seven broad
story archetypes that span much of popular fiction. And while it's interesting to know what kind of tale you've
told—say, a Rags to Riches story or a Rebirth story or a Quest story—this information becomes actionable only
when comparing your story to stories with a similar arc. The bottom line is that bestsellers come with all kinds of
different plotlines. There is no optimal shape for the narrative arc (though if your narrative has no arc, that's a

problem).

=== Archetype 3: The Quest === Taunt Tik's: The Killer App

Good Fortune

Bad Fortune

Narrative Time

Figure 1: Plot and storyline in Taunt Tik's: The Killer App

Plot turns: Conflict and resolution

In addition to the overarching plotline, the beats that occur throughout the narrative are likely to be even more

important to your readers.

Marlowe has marked the major plot turns in your manuscript in the graph below. The horizontal dashed line
across the center of the graph denotes emotional neutrality. Upward slopes in the line mark moments of conflict
resolution where the story takes a hopeful or positive turn, signified by joy, excitement, love, relief. Downward dips

show the story taking a darker turn or the introduction of a progressive complication.

'For a detailed discussion of narrative archetypes, see Examples of narrative arcs in modern fiction
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Additionally, this graph shows a well-known plot that is structured in a manner similar to yours. This does not
necessarily mean that your book is at all similar in terms of subject matter or style, but it does suggest that the
emotional experience of your readers will be similar. The Da Vinci Code and Fifty Shades of Grey are very different
books, but it turns out they have very similar plot trajectories. Readers consistently describe both books as
page-turners. Knowing about other books with similar plotlines will help you understand the experience readers

will have as they traverse your narrative.

In Marlowe’'s library, the book with the most similar plotline to Taunt Tik's: The Killer App is Executive Orders by Tom

Clancy. Here is how that novel shapes up next to yours.

=== Executive Orders === Taunt Tik's: The Killer App
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Figure 2: Plot twists in Taunt Tik's: The Killer App and Executive Orders

How to use these data

Consider the following:

1. The peaks and valleys roughly equate to moments of conflict and resolution. The more frequent the peaks
and valleys, the more the story becomes an emotional roller coaster for the characters and for readers. The

result is often a gripping page-turner.

2. Astory that rarely veers from that center axis of emotional neutrality will not be a bestseller. A fair amount
of your story should take place both above and below that dividing line. Good fiction is about hopes raised
and hopes dashed. Henry James observed, “Plot is characters under stress.” Does your protagonist face
relentless attacks from a powerful adversary (negative valence) only to overcome them (positive valence)?

The most popular novels have many of these turns or action beats.

3. Many beginners’ novels bog down in the middle, from about the one-quarter to three-quarters mark. (Some

call it Act Two of the three-act structure.) Make sure there are highs and lows throughout, not just with the
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inciting incident in Act One and the climactic events of Act Three. Have you introduced formidable barriers
for your hero to overcome in order to accomplish a specific, difficult goal? Does your protagonist encounter
a dark night of the soul where all seems lost at the end of Act Two? Hollywood story consultant John Truby,
author of The Anatomy of Story, advises authors to pepper their stories with dozens of action beats

throughout their narrative to maximize narrative drive.

4. Inromance novels, the dips in the graph might represent the moments when the lovers seem most
star-crossed, when some external force or internal conflict threatens their relationship. Each genre has its

own set of tropes and reader expectations.

5. Look at not just the number of plot turns but the height of the peaks or depth of the valleys. The higher or
lower the point, the greater the emotional intensity. Do some of the highest or lowest points take place

during the final third or climax of your work?
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Narrative beats

Marlowe produced the following graphic as her takeaway of your novel's rhythm. Novels with a driving plot tend to
have up and down beats that are fairly evenly spaced across narrative time. The peaks and valleys mark specific
inflection points, which might take the form of action scenes, plot twists, reversals, betrayals, unexpected reveals,

or major set pieces.

Beats

8% 26% 47% 66%
Narrative Time

Figure 3: Narrative beats in Taunt Tik's: The Killer App

Page-turners tend to have steady “beats”"—turning points that are regularly spaced across the narrative. These
beats occur in places where significant points of conflict are resolved and normalcy is restored (positive beats) or
where new conflict is introduced and characters are sent into new turmoil (conflict beats). Books such as The Da
Vinci Code and Fifty Shades of Grey succeeded, in part, because of the way that Dan Brown and E.L. James
manipulated conflict to create an almost rhythmic beat of conflict and conflict resolution. In their novels these

beats are evenly spaced at intervals of about 10%.

We learn in The Bestseller Code: “Though bestsellers can take many shapes, a remarkably high number of the
biggest hits from the last thirty years share a plot shape with a regular beating rhythm. The model showed . . . that

a carefully manipulated emotional ride can lead to high global sales.”

Tips:

1. Make sure you have an action beat with a peak or valley early in your novel. You need to hook your reader in
the first twenty to thirty pages—and probably in the first or second chapter, given today’s time-strapped
reader. Have you infused your opening with enough emotion and drama? Have you raised the stakes for
your characters and set the protagonist and antagonist(s) on a collision course in the first quarter of your

story?

2. Many editors and successful authors recommend a major turning point or inciting event no later than the
25% mark, propelling your protagonist into the long middle build of your tale. Bestsellers often have a major
peak or valley near the 50% mark. This midpoint shift is where the protagonist changes from reactive to
proactive. And many stories unveil a final twist or big reveal toward the end—the ending payoff. Are your
turns and action beats taking place at the right points for your genre? Are they well spaced out? You can

tweak your story and submit the revised version for a fresh assessment by Marlowe.
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Positive beats

Positive beats associated with conflict resolution in your narrative occur near the following sentences:

| understand you... re ... Lt. (~14%)

“Well, the person who did the next challenge might know if the change messed up their part.” ... “What would
that next challenge performer do about it?” ... “l imagine they'd try their best to do whatever they were supposed
to because they'd want to get their points.” (~38%)

Just be careful who you tell. ... Almost anybody can join ... Aunt Tik's.” (~54%)

“Right now, we can't show a single Aunt Tik's member committing a significant crime, except for a guy who hasn't
yet given us his statement and a nineteen-year-old kid who just happens to be the Homicide commander’s
next-door neighbor. ... How would that look, given that we haven't found either of them?” ... Paul tried to get Bob
to see his circular logic. (~74%)

Conflict beats

More conflict-oriented beats in your narrative occur near the following sentences:

“| don't have enough facts yet,” | replied, “... but I'd agree with you based on what Louis told me.” ... “The federal
investigators keep asking me questions, insinuating Steve isn't giving them the whole story. (~8%)

“You're confident Steve didn’t intend to harm anyone?” ... Marci asked. ... “I had to cut through some attitude
and the reactions you'd expect from a 19-year-old. (~26%)

It's bad enough they do this and get away with it, but on top of that, people think it's funny. ... Then you walk
around for months thinking, ‘What else are they going to do?' ... — because you know from all the punks you've
read that they have no limits, no class, and they couldn’t care less.” (~46%)

“The killer injected him with an overdose of heroin shortly after midnight. ... There were two injection attempts;
the first missed the vein and punctured muscle tissue. ... The ME based the time estimate for the injection on
standard tissue repair rates. (~66%)
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The pacing of your story

Marlowe produced this Pacing Model, which simulates the experience readers have as they move through your
narrative. The graph helps you see where your readers will be turning pages most quickly (peaks) as well as the
slower moments (valleys) of foregrounding and scene setting. Key changes in pace are marked by dotted vertical

lines and a percentage showing where in your story the change takes place.

0% 17% 29% 40% 64% 89% 100%

Relative Pacing

Narrative Time

Figure 4: Pacing and action in Taunt Tik's: The Killer App

How to use these data

Some authors like to open their novels with a languid pace to establish characters and setting before signaling the
core conflict at the heart of the story. Others prefer jumping right into the action, in media res. While there's no
single right way to begin a novel, the most successful writers vary the pace of their story to provide variety—and
also to provide relief to the reader. No one wants to read a thriller with sixty chapters of nonstop action and no

letup.

We've observed at least two major ways in which authors use pacing to great effect. One pacing technique is
through the use of language. Shorter sentences read faster than longer ones. Active conflict, such as a kidnapping
scene, will have fast pacing while a scene of intense suspense will typically move slower as the reader is prepared

for some revelation.

A second technique comes when an author interposes a slower, reflective scene between higher-intensity action
scenes. You can think of it as injecting a series of breathing spaces into your story. In 1965 author Dwight Swain
coined the term “sequel” to refer to this unit of transition connecting two scenes, which can be as shortas a

paragraph or as long as a chapter.

In the Major subjects section of this report (below), we observe that bestsellers often touch on human connection

and shared bonds. In The Firm, Grisham’s young lawyer returns from his interview in Memphis, picks up Chinese
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takeout and a bottle of wine, and takes it home to the woman he is closest to, his wife Abby. It's an exciting
moment for Mitch, but Grisham slows down the pace with sips of wine and mouthfuls of noodles to let his readers
latch onto these moments of casual intimacy and closeness. When the pace picks up later on, and our lawyer hero

is on the run, we relate to him more deeply because we've seen him and Abby in these intimate moments.

Your pacing graph should show a variety of ups and downs, often corresponding with the turns or action beats
noted in the previous section. Just make sure the valleys aren’t too long or your readers may put down your book

and turn on Netflix.
Fast pacing

The fastest-paced sections of your narrative occur near the following sentences:

Let me open that door for her. ... “But this is so hard for you. ... ... Is there something we can do to help?” (~16%)

Have you got twenty minutes or so for a download on the Aunt Tik's thing?” ... “You're in luck. ... I'm officially off
the clock today; (~40%)

Worse, detaining Strickland post-conviction in facilities convenient to Sacramento rather than San Diego causes
more hardship to the victims trying to recover from him financially through civil litigation.” ... “Okay, that's a
good point,” | acknowledged. ... “Hammer’s down on the first barrel, one more to go.” (~88%)

Slow pacing
The slowest-paced sections of your narrative occur near the following sentences:
None of the performers would know which other members he'd chosen for these punks’ challenges. ... In short,

no one else could corroborate what another might say. ... With all that, he was willing to bet on human nature to
keep his secrets. (~28%)

, so Eve decided to take her work vehicle for the short trip. ... As she headed north up I-15, a call came out over
the unit’s radio. ... The dispatcher described a disabled vehicle with an unresponsive driver on the shoulder
under the northbound I-15 overpass at Bernardo Center Drive. (~64%)
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Your characters’ personality traits

Marlowe is still figuring out people. She's just beginning to evaluate human interactions. Below is her attempt to
extract information about how your characters act and their particular agency in your novel. In this graph,

Marlowe ascribes personality traits to as many as four of your main characters.” Marlowe may not have enough
data to draw definitive conclusions, but it's worth considering her high-level takeaway and asking yourself, Is my

protagonist too reactive? |s my antagonist too agreeable or not physical enough?”

Eve Narrator
19% 36%
15% 7% ¢
personality
5% Active, Hard-working

Aggressive, Deceptive
a% - = #

Agreeable, Responsive

Calm, Level-headed

Paul Strickland
Confident, Bright

. Dynamic, Energetic

Happy, Positive

21%

19%

Perceptive, Intuitive

13% 12%

13% 11%

Figure 5: 4 major character(s) in Taunt Tik’s: The Killer App

Remember, these are traits that Marlowe has assessed based on your characters’ actions. “True character is
revealed in the choices a human being makes under pressure-the greater the pressure, the deeper the revelation,”

writes Robert McKee, the author and story consultant. We concur.
How to use these data

Authors are well-advised to create some contrast in character temperaments in order to develop a gripping story.

Marlowe’s character traits snapshot shows a quick overview of four of your main characters based on the actions

?To qualify for inclusion, a character's name must appear often enough in the book that Marlowe can get to know her (or him). We're
still teaching Marlowe about shifts between first, second, and third person POV.

*Note: Occasionally the same character can appear twice in a graph. This can happen when a character has a nickname (“Matt” instead
of “Matthew"), but it can also occur when the character is referred to by first name, last name, or first and last name.
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they're taking. If your antagonist is supposed to display physical prowess, make sure that characteristic shows up

or you may need to beef up your bad guy.

A good tactic is to look at the personality graphs alongside the Major subjects graph we discuss below. Can you
develop key qualities of a character with some further description, or perhaps dialogue, which centers on a key
theme? Can you position those themes in the places along your plotline that our graphs have shown to be a bit too

flat or perhaps too steep?

Readers and editors prefer characters who can drive a plot, appeal to our hearts and minds, and can make
something happen within the conventions of the book’s genre. Weaker characters are often passive, more likely to
respond rather than initiate, more likely to hope rather than act. Make sure your main characters don't just think
and desire but take decisive action! Make them three-dimensional. The strongest characters in fiction appeal to

the emotions, the mind, and spirit of readers.
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Dialogue vs. narrative

Marlowe examined the amount of dialogue in your novel and compared it to the narrative. At its most basic level,
dialogue occurs when your characters are actually speaking”, while narrative is the running commentary and
storyline in a novel that tells the reader what is happening. Marlowe created the following donut chart to break
down the ratio of dialogue versus narration as well as the specific percentage of each in your manuscript. The bar

chart shows you how dialogue and narrative are distributed across your novel in narrative time.

. Dialogue
. Narrative

0% 10%  20%  30%  40%  50%  60%  70%  80%  90%  100%
Narrative Time

Figure 6: Narrative and dialogue in Taunt Tik’s: The Killer App

How to use these data

Narration and dialogue are both important ingredients of your story.

While narration can jump around, dialogue pinpoints the activity to the specific moment in time when that

conversation is occurring. Dialogue can slow the pace of a novel. That's often necessary. Used effectively, dialogue

“Marlowe requires quotemarks to derive this. Note that in some stories, such as The Handmaid's Tale, the author leaves out quotemarks,
which presents a challenge that we're working to resolve.
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provides texture and backstory to a scene and adds complexity and nuance to your characters' relationships. It can

heighten emotional stakes and help the writer show rather than tell.

There is no magic formula for the right percentage of dialogue. While every novel differs in the amount of

interaction between characters, most popular novels contain between 25% and 35% dialogue. If your manuscript
falls outside of that range, ask yourself if the story warrants that amount of dialogue. Look at the chart that shows
the distribution of dialogue. Is it evenly spaced through the manuscript? Or is your beginning or end too heavy (or

light) on dialogue? Compare the amount of dialogue in your novel to that of your favorite authors.

Here are some questions you can ask yourself as you look at this data.

1. How do my gaps in narrative beats (above) correspond with my dialogue graphs?
2. Do | have too many dialogue scenes in a row? If so, consider adding in some action or narrative scenes.

3. Are my characters constantly telling each other things that are mere info-dumps? Then replace that through

action or interior monologue.

4. Is my dialogue too sparse? If so, consider turning your characters’ inner thoughts into conversations that

introduce conflict or raise the emotional stakes.
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A color wheel for primary emotions

Robert Plutchik (1927-2006) was professor emeritus at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine and an adjunct
professor at the University of South Florida. Plutchik proposed a psychoevolutionary classification approach for
general emotional responses. He considered there to be eight primary emotions: anger, fear, sadness, disgust,
surprise, anticipation, trust, and joy. Plutchik also created a wheel of emotions to illustrate different emotions, and

to describe how emotions are related.

He suggested eight primary emotions, each with its corresponding opposite: joy versus sadness; anger versus fear;
trust versus disgust; and surprise versus anticipation. Like colors, primary emotions can be expressed at different

intensities and can mix with one another to form different emotions.

In the plot below, Marlowe provides her assessment of the distribution of Plutchik’s eight primary emotions in
Taunt Tik’s: The Killer App.

Anger
Anticipation
Disgust
Fear

Joy
Sadness
Surprise

Trust

Figure 7: Fundamental emotions in Taunt Tik’s: The Killer App

How to use these data

Emotions in the graph above are labeled using Plutchik’s classification scheme. But a label is just a label and

emotions are far more nuanced than simply fear or joy. Here is a table to help you see some of that nuance:
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Table 1: Nuance of emotion

Primary label  Related terms

Anger rage, destruction, enemies

Anticipation uncertainty, suspense, apprehension

Disgust distrust, rejection, revulsion

Fear terror, danger, threats

Joy ecstasy, love, serenity

Sadness grief, isolation, regret

Surprise overcoming, excitement, amazement
Trust friends, sharing, understanding

When you step back from your manuscript, do these classifications roughly correspond to what you expect to see
in your story? Or are one or more emotions more pronounced than you anticipated? Perhaps you'll want to keep
these high-level impressions in mind as you revisit your manuscript during the revision process. Or perhaps you
can ask your editor or beta readers whether you need to dial back the negative or positive temperatures to a more

balanced result.
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Major subjects in your novel

The graph below identifies ten primary subjects in your narrative and estimates the percentage of your text (on the
x axis) that deals with each. Your values are represented by the large purple dots. Alongside your top topics,
Marlowe shows in blue the position of all of the top selling titles in her corpus. In this way you can easily see how

your use of a given subject compares to the use of the same subject in a large collection of successful titles.

Victims: Dead Bodies and Crime Scene ®
Work: Work Life Balance [ )
Decisions: Important Decisions ]
Police: Police and Departments O
Technology: Government Technology o
Terrorism: Counterterrorism and Spying [
Cars: Cars and Road Travel (]
Videography: The Media [
Top Sellers
Legal: Legal Cases [ ®  vour sook
Drugs: Street Trade o
0% 2% 5% 8% 10% 12%

Figure 8: Dominant themes in Taunt Tik's: The Killer App

Keep in mind that Marlowe is still learning how to distill subject matter into discrete buckets. And some subjects
may overlap and intersect. Successful fiction will also have subjects that naturally lead to conflict: love and war,

drugs and law enforcement, etc.
How to use these data

Many authors, and beginners in particular, try to jam their novels with lots of wide-ranging subjects, giving nearly
equal treatment to each topic. The result is a scattershot approach lacking clarity of focus and making it harder for
an overarching theme to emerge. Our research has found that successful novels typically have one or two primary
topics and one or two secondary topics that together account for something close to 30% of the overall topical

makeup of the book.

For instance, in The Firm, John Grisham’s most prevalent subject is lawyers and the law, followed by office life,
spying, and money. The top topics in Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code are Catholicism, God, and religion followed by

terrorism and art. Taken together, these topics make up a quarter to a third of the subject matter in their books.
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That shouldn’t surprise us. After all, this is what people want to know when they ask, “What's your book about?”

We suggest the following:

1. Examine the subject groupings in the chart above. This is a rough sketch of how our A.l. interprets the

subject matter in your manuscript.” Do you have one to three related topics that make up roughly 25-30% of
your work? How many topics does it take to reach 40%? In The Bestseller Code, authors Jodie Archer and
Matthew Jockers write, “To get to 40% of the average novel, a bestseller uses only four topics. A
non-bestseller, on average, uses six. While this may sound like a lot of numbers, the effect on your reading
experience and the cohesion of a satisfying narrative is quite significant. Telling the heart of a story with

fewer topics implies focus [and] a more organized and precise writerly mind.”

. In The Bestseller Code, the authors showed that certain topics dominate in novels that consistently reach the
topic of the charts: relationships, home life, work life. These need not be major flash points in your work, but
you might consider weaving in these low-key, slice-of-life topics as texture along the way. Ask yourself if your

novel devotes enough time to passages that speak to our shared humanity.

. Subject matter is often driven by the genre in which you write. Fantasy and sci-fi authors must do a fair
amount of world building as scaffolding for their narrative. Regardless of genre, a dominant topic informs
the theme and provides the glue that runs throughout a novel’s spine. A focused approach not only serves

as the underlying linchpin for your story, it helps you establish a brand in the marketplace.

. If you're just starting to write a new book, you may be wondering if there are certain topics all but
guaranteed to propel your book to the top of the charts. Alas, no. But among bestsellers, winning topics that
appear frequently include marriage, death, taxes (go figure), modern technologies (especially if they're

foreboding), funerals, guns, doctors, work, schools, presidents, newspapers, kids, moms, and the media.

®Some topics can be properly grouped with closely related subjects. For instance, technology and video or media can count as one
subject. We're still training our A.l,, and she may not yet have the proper vocabulary to describe other subject categories.
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Explicit language

Marlowe doesn't blush. She doesn't judge authors who write scenes with lots of explicit sex or graphic violence.
She is also learning to flag words some readers might find offensive (depending on the context) or editors might
use to determine age-appropriate content. For instance, such words might indicate whether a book should be
pitched as New Adult, Young Adult, or Adult Fiction. Marlowe isn't telling you not to use these sometimes naughty
words, but she does want to call them out and let you know how many times they appear in your story. In the end,
you're the ultimate arbiter of what language your novel should contain.” Just keep in mind that you may encounter

some false positives in the graph below.

shit [13] [ ]
damned [12] [ ]
fuck [12] [ ]
asshole [10] [ ]
hell [9] °
bitch [8] ([ ]
crap [8] L]
ass [7] L ]
goddamned [5] L ]
bullshit [3]
dammit [3]
fucking [3]
holy shit [3]
assholes [2]
clusterfuck [2]
damn [2]
fucked [2]
hump [2]
suck [2]
asswipe [1]
bastard [1]
butt [1]
cum [1]
goddammit [1]
goddamn [1]
pedophile [1]
pedophilia [1]
piss [1]
prick [1]
shitting [1]
sucked [1]

Top Sellers

®  Your Book

o

20 40 60 80
Number of occurrences for every 100,000 words

Figure 9: Flagged words in Taunt Tik’s: The Killer App

Explicit content

While this is still a beta feature, Marlowe has also analyzed your manuscript for potential explicit sexual content.
Readers in different fiction genres have different appetites for so-called adult sexual themes, so it's important to
be aware of how much or little sexual content your novel contains. Mainstream bestsellers in non-romance genres

typically contain less than 1% explicit sexual content, while some romance blockbusters like Fifty Shades of Grey

®Words can take on different meanings (some objectionable, some not) depending on the context. Our language also evolves. Joseph
Conrad's Heart of Darkness, for example, uses the term “queer” three times in ways that were entirely appropriate for 1902.
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can contain up to 15%. Novels in the erotic genre will contain even more, as much as 30% or even 40%. The
graphic below attempts to quantify the extent to which your manuscript includes material that many readers

would consider adult in nature.

. Explicit || Suggestive . Non-explicit

Explicit 0.0%

Suggestive I 1.7%

Figure 10: Explicit content in Taunt Tik’s: The Killer App
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Possible clichés

Overuse of clichés and stock phrases can be the kiss of death; you should avoid them like the plague! Here is a table

of phrases that Marlowe found in Taunt Tik’s: The Killer App that are often associated with clichés. Don't think that

you need to purge your manuscript of every cliché. Readers are comfortable with a familiar turn of phrase every

now and then. Just don't overdo it or it may signal to the reader: lazy writing!

make up [4]

have a heart [3]
on the same page [3]
over the edge [3]
act together [2]
bragging rights [2]
check it out [2]
deal with it [2]
figure it out [2]
hands on [2]

in the dark [2]
peeping tom [2]
son of a bitch [2]
touch base [2]

an earful [1]
anything goes [1]
baby blues [1]
bone to pick [1]
bottom line [1]
break a leg [1]

Top Sellers

® Your Book

5 10 15 20

Number of occurrences for every 100,000 words

https://authors.ai

Figure 11: Use of clichés in Taunt Tik’s: The Killer App
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Repetitive phrases

Frequent phrases in your prose are not quite so nefarious as frequent clichés but they can signal a lack of
imagination and control. Often we trot out familiar phrases as a crutch, and they become ingrained authorial tics.
Most of the phrases below are innocuous, but you may spot some you'll want to reword to give your prose more

spark and variety. Here is a list of the most common phrases found in Taunt Tik’s: The Killer App.

one of the [38] ®
out of the [35] ®
the punk master [31] ®
a lot of [30] ®
i wanted to [22] o
to see if [22] Y
there was a [20] ®
we need to [20] ®
it would be [18] e}
to aunt tik's [18] ®
a couple of [16] ®
as soon as [16] ®
to talk to [16] ©
an aunt tik's [15] <)
he wanted to [15] ®
in front of [15] ®
on aunt tik's [15] ® Top Sellers
i don't know [14] @)
one or more [14] @
part of the [14] 5]
0 = 50 75 100

Number of occurrences for every 100,000 words

[ J Your Book

Figure 12: Frequent phrases in Taunt Tik’s: The Killer App
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Sentence stats and readability score

Taunt Tik's: The Killer App contains roughly 9,086 sentences and approximately 123,812 words.” The average length
of a sentence in Taunt Tik’s: The Killer App is 13.63 words. The histogram below shows the distribution of sentence

lengths in your novel.

While there is no such thing as an ideal sentence length, successful writers in the popular fiction market tend to
have a distribution where the bulk of the sentences range between 2 and 10 words long. Marlowe highlighted this

“sweet spot” in the graph below.
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d

200
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0 25 50 75 100
Sentence Length

Figure 13: Sentence length distribution in Taunt Tik’s: The Killer App

Reading grade level

Across five metrics, Taunt Tik's: The Killer App recorded a reading grade level of 7.77 and higher. That means
students at that grade level can read an average passage in the book and understand it. Note, however, that this is
merely a rough yardstick of comprehension and it is not an indication that a book’s subject matter is suitable for a
reader of a given age. As a general rule, it's good to shoot for reading grade levels that would make your work
appeal to wider audiences; bestsellers often register a reading level in the 4th, 5th or 6th grade range. Keep in

mind that the average American reads at the 7th- to 8th-grade level, according to The Literacy Project.”
Complexity score

Because syntactic complexity is a factor of sentence length (after all, as sentences get longer they get more

complex), there is no upward bound on the degree of complexity, but books in the popular fiction market tend to

"Invariably, your word count in software programs such as Microsoft Word will vary from our count because of differences in how
different programs define what constitutes a word. For example, some programs will count contractions such as “can't” as two words: “can”
and “not.” Marlowe excludes cardinal numbers, punctuation, and other non-word symbols from word counts.

8Reading level varies by country depending on literacy and English language proficiency. For reference, in the US, sixth graders are about
11 years old. A final note: Our scores generally come in a couple of grades younger than the Flesch Kincaid grade, a widely used yardstick.
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have an average complexity score between 2.0 and 3.0. Sentences in your manuscript averaged a complexity score
of 2.82. The most complex sentence in your book had a complexity score of 6.83. These complexity scores are best

understood in the context of other books in the market and in your specific genre.’

The longest sentence Marlowe found in your manuscript was located approximately 74% of the way into the story:

“Best case for us is if Eastman needed help for some of that off-the-books work — once we identify who he used, we
should be able to get one or more of them to talk by making the consequences personal, raising the stakes, turning one
against the other, and including serious jail time in the mix — again, as we'd do anyone else to flip them.

9This information, along with market comps for all of Marlowe'’s other novel metrics, will be available in a future version of our A.l.
reports.
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Frequent use of adverbs

In The Elements of Style, Strunk and White observed that “qualifiers are the leeches that infest the pond of prose
and suck the life from words.” A qualifier is a word that changes how absolute, certain, or generalized a statement

is. Some of the most needless words are adverbs. In On Writing, Stephen King reminds us that “the road to hell is

paved with adverbs.” Watch for adverbs that creep into your text such as “really,” “very,” “nearly,” “quickly,” and

“suddenly,” to name a few. Here is a graph showing some of your favorite adverbs and the number of times they

occur:'’

when [340] @
so [301] ®
just [272] ©
how [235] ®
now [198] [ J
back [189] [ )
still [178] ®
then [177] ®
here [163] @
maybe [128] (@]
where [124] ®
even [107] ]
there [107] ®
too [94] &
else [93] ()
as [91] €]
why [83] ()
only [76] ®
more [75] [
never [73] ©

Top Sellers

®  YourBook

0.0 2.5 5.0 7:5 10.0 12.3

Number of occurrences for every 1,000 words

Figure 14: Use of adverbs in Taunt Tik's: The Killer App

"®Note that some adverbs, such as only and pretty, can also be adjectives, depending on use.
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Frequent use of adjectives

Adjectives can, like adverbs, be abused. Too many adjectives, especially too many of the same old boring
adjectives, can clutter your prose. In a letter to D. W. Bowser in 1880, Mark Twain advised: “When you catch an
adjective, kill it. No, | don't mean utterly, but kill most of them—then the rest will be valuable. They weaken when
they are close together. They give strength when they are wide apart. An adjective habit, or a wordy, diffuse,
flowery habit, once fastened upon a person, is as hard to get rid of as any other vice.” Here are your 20 most

frequently repeated adjectives and the number of times they occur.'’

other [213] ®
good [167] [ ]
more [132] (@]
first [109] ]
little [96] O
new [91] o
right [77] 0
few [70] ]
same [69]
sure [68]
old [61]
big [59]
several [59]
bad [58]
real [58]
last [57]
much [54]
next [45] 2]
second [45]
long [44] ®
0 1 2 3

Number of occurrences for every 1,000 words

Top Sellers

@®  Your Book

Figure 15: Use of adjectives in Taunt Tik’s: The Killer App

How to use this data

Authors, editors, and writing coaches may disagree about the wisdom of using certain adjectives repeatedly
throughout a story. Some like the patter of familiarity; others see an author too lazy to search for a better term.
The cheif purpose of this chart is to help you spot the adjectives you use most often. Do you have a writer's tic

where you reach for old standbys when a fresher word would have more impact?

""Note that a word, such as “other,” might be an adjective, adverb, noun, or pronoun, depending on its use.
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Verb choices & passive voice

Great writers know that the power of their prose lies in their use of verbs. A reader senses that active verbs move
the story along better than when a writer overuses so-called “helping verbs.” Auxiliary verbs—for example, forms
of be, have, and do as well as constructions such as may, might, and would—need to be used sparingly. They are
often necessary, but overuse can result in lifeless prose. Take note of how many times you use certain words, such

as “said,” which are fine if not overused.

was [1152] °
's [749] o
have [611]
be [564]
do [558]
had [545]
'd [540]
is [445] e
know [433] e
‘Il [428] O
would [423] e
can [381] o
o
o
o

could [381]
did [374]
get [344]
were [288] o
re [286] @
see [249] (@]
o
®

Top Sellers

[ ] Your Book

said [237]
've [237]
0 10 20

Number of occurrences for every 1,000 words

Figure 16: Use of verbs in Taunt Tik’s: The Killer App
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Punctuation data

. [7565] @
, [6542] @
“[2618] °
" [2299] °
- [741] °
?[692] °
—[552]
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: [56]
-[14]
[12]
(91
) [8]

Top Sellers

® Your Book

ce®eee 0wl

3000 6000 9000 1200

Number of occurrences for every 100,000 words

Figure 17: Use of punctuation in Taunt Tik’s: The Killer App

How to use this data
Ah, punctuation! We can think of several ways this information can prove useful (besides giving you some inside

trivia about how many periods your novel contains):'”

1. Are your characters posing enough questions? (In The Bestseller Code, Archer and Jockers found that
characters in bestsellers ask more questions than those found in books that missed the list.) Do you see a

sufficient number of quotemarks, signaling dialogue rather than narrative? (This can vary by genre.)

2. Are you selective in your use of exclamation points, colons, and semicolons? We hope so! The Bestseller Code
found that top novels use fewer exclamation points, colons, and semicolons as well as fewer adjectives and

adverbs. Bestsellers are about shorter, cleaner sentences, without unneeded words or fussy punctuation.

3. Compare this against your other works to see if you're using more quotes and dialogue in one book

vs. another (factoring in the word count difference). Over the course of writing several novels, you may find

'2In the table, the “Frequency” column shows the number of times the symbol appears for every one hundred words.
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that you're using more (or less) dialogue, or you're freer with the use of ellipses...which editors hate but

readers seem to like.
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Possible misspellings

Every week we're expanding Marlowe's vocabulary. She's still learning, so she'll probably flag several words that

are not misspelled at all. Still, it's worth checking this list to see if typos slipped into your manuscript:

anaphylaxis [1], archeologists [1], benefitted [1], caddy [1], centerline [1], cinderblock [1], cochaired [1], cordwood
[1], cosplaying [1], coverup [1], crewcut [1], criminalist [4], crosstalk [1], cumulous [1], del [2], dishwashing [1],
dismemberments [1], eastmost [1], evidentiary [4], facto [2], gamers [1], gaslit [1], gawker [1], glamor [1],
handguard [1], hollandaise [1], housesitting [1], intrasquad [1], jailable [1], juvey [1], knifepoint [1], latents [1],
magna [1], modus [1], newsfeed [1], newsgathering [1], nobody'd [1], noir [2], nonglare [1], oughta [1], overspray
[1], pissant [1], preconfigured [1], profilers [1], punked [1], punking [5], realtor [1], rebar [2], recency [1], rekeying
[1], rescan [1], responders [3], rodders [1], runtime [4], sawn [1], screwups [1], sexploitation [1], signoff [1], siloing
[1], sommelier [1], spidey [1], sproinngg [1], squirrely [1], stormtroopers [1], tableclothed [1], throwdown [1],
triaging [1], trifold [1], undercovers [1], unmuting [1], unreinforced [1], victimology [2], vitro [1], vu [1], washdown

[11, whodunnit [1], wingback [1], wingman [1]
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Subject matter book comps

A book comp, as we know, is a title that's comparable to yours in some significant way. The network graph below
shows your manuscript within its immediate “galaxy” of published books that are similar to yours in terms of

shared subject matter. Your book is highlighted in purple.

Following the connecting lines out from your book reveals which books are closest to yours. The shorter the
connecting line, the more similar the book is to yours in terms of subject matter. (You should be able to find these
titles on Bingebooks.com) If some of the comparisons seem curious, it may be that Marlowe is looking at your

storyline on a different level or in a way that's not immediately apparent.

Let the Great
World Spin by
Colum McCann
Cloud Atlas by
David Mitchell /

Beautiful
Ruins by Jess
Walter

\ \\ Shanghai Girls
by Lisa See
Taunt Tik's: //
The Killer App

by Avril
Serene

e
|

Station Eleven
by Emily St.
John Mandel A Man in Full
by Tom Wolfe \\
American Gods
by Neil Gaiman

Figure 18: Titles with comparable subject matter to Taunt Tik’s: The Killer App

How to use these data

The network of novels shown here is effectively a set of “comps” for your book. The graph shows you the titles of
notable books that are similar to yours in terms of their subject matter. Knowing which published books your
manuscript is like will help you pitch your book to agents and publishers, and it will also provide insight into how

you market your book and assign its genre.
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Linguistic style comps & your distinctive voice

Every author uses words in a distinct way, and these habits of usage define a writer’s distinct linguistic style.
Marlowe compares your linguistic patterns to those of hundreds of popular published authors. (Soon we'll have
many thousands.) The network graph below shows a set of well-known books by authors who have a linguistic
style similar to yours. Your book is highlighted in purple. Following the connecting lines out from your book you

can see which other books are most similar to yours. The shorter the distance, the more similar that author’s style
is to your own.

Beach Road by

James

Patterson
'\\‘
\V
\ The Hunger
\ Games by
N\ Suzanne
\\ The Shack by - Collins
William P. 7
B Young 7
Y _
N\ 7
‘\\ ! ’;>‘va
\ - P
¥ Taunt Tik's:
The Alice The Killer App
Network by =~ = by Avril
Kate Quinn Serene —
/ V"\.‘,\
/ T .
/ \ —
/ \ S
/ \ S —
yd \ ~~
\ still Life by
/’/ \ Louise Penny
s \
J//
/ Mr.
e Churchill's
7 Secretary by
The Name of Susan Elia
the Wind by MacNeal
Patrick
Rothfuss

Figure 19: Titles comparable to Taunt Tik's: The Killer App
How to use these data

Like the network graph above showing books that share similar subjects, this graph shows you books by authors
who use language in a way that is similar to you. Knowing what published authors you write like will help you pitch

your book to agents and publishers, and it will also provide insight into how you market your book and determine
your most likely readership.

Use this information alongside the detailed information in this report showing how your use of common adverbs,

adjective, verbs, clichés, phrases, and explicit language stack up against the trends seen in recent bestsellers.
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Comparable titles

Marlowe has searched through her library of top-selling novels and identified four titles with features that mirror
some of your own. You will be able to find all these titles on our sister site, Bingebooks.com. In the graphic below,

the closer the purple dots are to the outer edges, the more your book has in common with that book on that axis.

Tone Subject Tone Subject
Mood O Style | | Mood d Style
Agency Agency
Tone Subject Tone Subject
Mood tyle Mood Style
Agency Agency

Figure 20: Your book comps across key metrics. Outer circle = more in common.

How to use these data

To identify comparable titles, Marlowe focuses on five key elements that are essential to any compelling narrative.

These are subject matter, writing style, character agency, mood, and tone:
1. Subject: Quite simply, subject matter is what your book is about. But Marlowe understands subject matter in
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a highly nuanced way. Subjects are not just the “things” or “objects” in your book but also the concepts that
get represented by those objects. So, for example, Marlowe is able to recognize that a book such as The Devil
Wears Prada is about both fashion and journalism. Here she identifies other books with similar content.
Readers tend to first gravitate toward books with subjects of interest to them. Once their thematic taste has

been satisfied, then things such as style and character become central.'”

2. Style: Writing style is your unique way of communicating, and every writer has a distinctive style. Marlowe
looks for other authors who use words in similar ways. To understand how important style is, consider that
many authors write horror fiction. But when Stephen King writes horror, you know you are in the hands of a

master stylist. Marlowe shows you other writers with a style similar to yours.

3. Agency: The way that your characters act and behave is a measure of their agency. Good characters—which
is to say, characters with clear agency—drive a plot forward and keep readers engaged. On this measure,
Marlowe looks for books with characters that are similar to yours in terms of the way they interact with other

characters and with their environment.

4. Mood: Mood roughly translates into the feeling or emotional experience that you are trying to evoke in your
readers. Mood determines whether your readers experience your novel as a place of calm reflection and
contemplation or as an edge-of-the-seat anxiety-inducing thrill ride. Mood is about creating an emotional
experience for your readers, and in the course of a novel, you may create a variety of different moods as the
plot unfolds. Marlowe looks at the way you balance mood across your narrative and then identifies other

books that evoke similar emotions in similar proportion.

5. Tone: Tone in fiction refers to the way in which you express your attitude and establish the overall flavor of
your story through your writing. It's established by your word choice and by the attitude the story narrator
or viewpoint character has toward the story's events and other characters. Tone is achieved through word
choice (diction), sentence construction and word order (syntax), and by what the viewpoint character focuses
on. The tone you set can evoke any number of emotions and reactions in your readers. Marlowe
understands that different writers (and their narrators) have different attitudes toward their stories, and she

looks for other books where the attitudes are most clearly aligned with your own.

*The subject matter comps graph shown above identifies books most similar in terms of subject matter alone. This graph identifies
books that are most similar across five metrics, one of which is subject.
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